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crisis of our misfortunes. Both carriages broken, our
party scattered over the face of Poland, and some of our
troops in the hospital. The inferior grievances of
naughty children, loss of my travelling-coat, which was
my bedclothes, having left our provision of water behind
us, and having broken the blinds of the coach, hardly
deserve to be mentioned. I trust we shall be qualified
for the parts of Job and Grizzle by the time of our ar-
rival. I cannot boast, however, of our having made
much progress as yet in these characters. For my own
part, all merit being comparative, I am disposed to be
in some degree contented under this sort of trial, when
I compare it with those which are inflicted on us, in
(rod's wrath, during our residence in great towns. The
very day of our arrival in such places, where a little
solitaiy repose would be very acceptable, we must run
into the jaws of ambassadors, courtiers, and kings.
From breakfast till bedtime we are in full dress. Those
to whom letters have first presented us, present us in
their turn to still newer friends. Eegular visiting takes
place, numerous dinners, succeeded by posting during
the digestion, through dusty and burning roads, to
houses and English gardens in the environs, then post-
ing back again (all this time full dressed, and without
the privilege of opening a button) to whist and con-
versation, which is instantly followed by a repetition of
the dinner in a long and crowded supper. Next morn-
ing the same life begins again, interspersed perhaps, for
variety, with going to court and such incidents. You
know how exactly suited to my habits and inclinations